Stimulus persistence in CFF: overarousal or underactivation?
The physiological basis of hypothesized adult age increases in the persistence of stimuli was studied in 16 young (X age 19.1 years) and 16 old (X age 70.1 years) male and female subjects. Changes in CFF threshold and skin conductance were measured as a function of loud white noise activation and artificial pupil. CFF was significantly lower in the old group and with artificial pupil in both age groups. Significant effects were also found for activation x sex and activation x age x sex. Skin conductance change was significant for activation, activation x sex, artificial pupil x age, artificial pupil x order and artificial pupil x order x activation. The results were interpreted as supporting an overarousal basis of an age increase in stimulus persistence.